HAYWARD GALLERY

WIDE OPEN SCHOOL

The Hayward Gallery'sWide OpenSchoolisanunusual experiment in
publiclearning. lts programme of courses is devised and delivered by
over100artistsfrom approximately 40 different countries. Itis notan
art school, however. Instead, it isawide-rangingforum where artists
lead andfacilitate workshops, collaborative projects, collective
discussions, lectures and performancesabout any and all subjects
inwhichthey are passionately interested.

Thatis aterritory asexpansiveas theimaginationsofartists. [fyou
peruse the Wide Open Schoolcourse guids, you willencountara
remarkablediversity of topics and approaches tolearning. ltincludes
material thatis under the radarofmainstream culture —things
thatareoverlooked or neglected for one reason oranothar. [talso
features courses thatinvolvelooking at familiar subjects inanew
light. Contemporary artistsregularly find freshwaysofapproaching
researchand thinking from otherdisciplines, fromhistory to physics,
from anthropology toeconomics. Bullding on these tendencies, Wide
Open Schoolexistsasameeting ground for overlapping fieldsof
knowladge. Itestablishes a temporary haven for lateral thinking.

Yetwhile they span aneclectic spectrum, the coursesinWide Open
Schoolalso shareacommon goal: they of fer participants adirect
experience of how artists thinkaboutand questionthings. Artists are
often greatself-educators. Theirwork demands thattheycontinue
tolearn,and to invent new ways of learning. Theyare alwayslooking,
andthey know that whileyou may notalways find whatyou are
looking for,youcanalways find a novel way of using whatyoudofind
andwhatyoualready have. Artists arealsoexpertsatembracing
contradictions, and knowing how to move forward in understanding
aproblemwithoutfirst having to neatly resolva it. ltisimpossibleto
‘teach’ someone how to work like this, exceptbyexample and through
practice —which is why many of the classes in Wide Open School
incorporate some form of ‘active’ learning.

Most schools areinthe business of transferring knowledge from
teachers to students. Wide Open School,ontheotherhand,is more
likealabyrinth of learning in which various possibilities are explored
anddeveloped. Asoneofthe participating artists suggests, itis

a school for people wholovelearning butdonot necessarily like
schools. [t serves upascenariowhere peopleexplore subjects for
which they share acommoncuriosity, rather than where‘students’
are‘taught’ inanyconventional sense. Italso provides us with an
opportunity for playing with therules ofhow we educate ourselves,

butitis notanew model foranacademy. Playfuland serious at the
sametime, itaimsabove all to createanenergetic atmospheare for
formulating and exchanging ideas.

Wide Open School isopen toeveryone. Therearenoapplications
required, noentrance examstotake. Enrolmentincoursesisonafirst
come, first served’ basis, exceptinthoseinstances whereanartisthas
specified thelr desire towork with particularage sroupsor individuals
with speciallearning needs. While the majority have been invented by
artists, a handfulofcoursesare basedon proposals from the public.
Accommodating different modesof learning, classesrangain size
fromone-on-ongconversationsto small groups tolarge gatherings.
Severalarsconducted inlanguagesotherthan English, depending
onlanguages spoken by the artistleading theclass. The broadly
internationalcharacter of the Wide Open Schoolfacultyisasignificant
partofthisproject, reflecting the historical urgency for us to actively
learnfromdifferentculturesand differentparts of the world.

Wide Open School takes placeinclassrooms builtin the Hayward's
galleryspaces. Butitisnotanexhibitioninany sense, and itdaemands
averydifferenttypeofengagement. |tasksits participants to make
anunusualcommitmentoftimeaswellasenergy. ltobliges usto
beattentive and open. ltinvites us touseourintelligenceinunusual
ways, and toconfrontour desire to understand and to be under stood.
Itrequiresawillingness todiscussissuesand tomake things with
strangers. And its successdepends onour ability torealisethat the
contribution of each and every member of the schoolis significant.

[tisour greatesthope that Wide Open Schoolcan providelearning
axperiences thatlead to the kind of intuitive insights and sharpened
perceptions thatour encounters with artproduce. ltmightnotbean
axhibition by any stretch of theimagination, butin this sense Wide
Open School may end up being morelikea collective work of art. You
will have to be the Judge of that.
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